
 

 

Watertown Police Department 

Citizensô Police Academy 
 

 

Overview 
The Watertown Police Department (WPD) is pleased to offer an opportunity for members of 

the community to become closely acquainted with the roles and responsibilities of the Police 

Department. The Citizensô Police Academy is an interactive program that focuses on 

educating citizens about the police departmentôs mission, function, practices, and processes. 

The Citizensô Police Academy brings the police and the community close together in a setting 

that offers a sample of police training to each participant. 

Participants receive three hours of training one evening each week for 13 weeks in many of the 

varied functions of law enforcement. They experience some of the highlights of police training 

and are exposed to the operations of the department. Participants are taught the basics of 

criminal law, search and seizure, patrol tactics, and many other subjects. The Citizensô Police 

Academy is an extremely hands-on experience.  Participants do not just listen to lectures about 

police procedures.  Instead, they actually make castings of shoeprints, lift latent fingerprints, 

and photograph mock crime scenes.  They see firsthand the different tools and techniques used 

by officers, are exposed to many specialty police units, and safely participate in simulated 

scenarios.  All this takes place in a safe and entertaining training environment. 

Instructors are law enforcement professionals who teach both veteran and recruit police 

officers.  Class size is limited to 30 participants and applicants are considered on a first-come 

first-serve basis.  To graduate, participants must attend 85% of the Academy sessions.  All 

interested persons must complete an application and give permission for the WPD to conduct a 

background check to determine if they have a criminal record. 

This program is not an accredited certification course to become a sworn police officer. 

 

 

Dates and Times 
The next Citizensô Police Academy will be: 

January 18
th
 through April 25

th
, 2012 

Wednesday nights from 6 pm to 9 pm 

Watertown Police Department Community Room 

128 N Maple St 

Watertown, SD 57201 

 

Application Deadline:  Friday, December 29
th

, 2011 

Applications should be submitted to: 

Captain Ryan Remmers 

Watertown Police Department 

128 N Maple St 

Watertown, SD 57201 

 or sent by email to rremmers@watertownpd.com. 
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Watertown Police Department 

Citizensô Police Academy 
 

 

Class Sessions 
Held each Wednesday night from 6 pm to 9 pm 

January 18
th
 Orientation and Introduction to the Police Department 

January 25
th
 Patrol Operations/Crash Investigations/Traffic 

February 1
st
  Criminal Investigations/Drug and Vice Operations 

February 8
th
 Internet Crimes Against Children 

February 15
th
 Crime Scene Investigations/Crime Lab ï Part I 

February 22
nd

 Crime Scene Investigations/Crime Lab ï Part II 

February 29
th
 K-9 Operations 

March 7
th
 911 and IT Operations and Systems 

March 14
th
  No class ï Spring break for Mount Marty students 

March 21
st
 Youth Programs/Crime Prevention 

March 28
th
 Professional Standards/Records 

April 4
th
 No class ï Easter break for Mount Marty students 

April 11
th
 Special Weapons and Tactics 

April 18
th
 Defensive Tactics/Use of Force 

April 25
th
 DUI Investigations/Graduation 

 

Eligibility Criteria  
To be considered eligible to participate in the Watertown Police Departmentôs Citizensô Police 

Academy, applicants must: 

 Complete the application packet in its entirety. 

 Be at least 18 years of age at the time the application is submitted. 

 Live, work, or attend school in the City of Watertown, SD. 

 Have no felony arrests or convictions. 

 Have no misdemeanor offenses or convictions within the past two years (excluding Class 

II Misdemeanor traffic offenses). 

 Be able to attend at least 85% of the class sessions. 

 

Cost 
There will be no cost to the participants.  Mount Marty College students wishing to receive 

college credits for the Academy must complete an additional internship application (attached) 

and complete the registration process with the school. 

 

For more information 

Captain Ryan Remmers 

Watertown Police Department 

128 N Maple St 

Watertown, SD 57201 

(605)882-5238 ext 6 ï Office 

(605)882-6210 - PD Dispatch 

rremmers@watertownpd.com 
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Watertown Police Department 

Citizensô Police Academy 
Application for Enrollment  

 
 

Name:________________________________________________________________________ 
          Last     First    Middle 

Date of Birth:_______________ Place of Birth:____________________________________ 

Home Address:_________________________________________________________________ 

City:_____________________________ State:___________ Zip Code:_______________ 

Telephone:_____________________________________________________________________ 
  Home    Work    Mobile 

Driverôs License Number:______________________________ State:___________________ 

Employer:______________________________ Position:____________________________ 

Student: Yes / No  School:_______________________________________________ 
     Circle One 

Have you been arrested for, or convicted of, a felony: Yes / No 

If Yes, please list offense(s):______________________________________________________ 

Have you been arrested for, or convicted of, a misdemeanor (excluding traffic offenses) in the 

previous two years: Yes /No 

If Yes, please list offense(s):______________________________________________________ 

 

All applicants are required to obtain a Statewide Criminal Record Report on themselves.  The 

form used to make this request is included in subsequent pages of this application.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I agree to submit to the WPDôs selection process and understand that I must successfully 

complete this process before being given final consideration for acceptance.  I understand that 

the Watertown Police Department reserves the right to deny entry into the Citizensô Police 

Academy based on the findings of a background check.  I certify the information contained on 

this page and in all attached pages are true and accurate, to the best of my knowledge.  I realize 

that falsification or misrepresentation on any portion of the application packet may result in my 

not being accepted into the Citizensô Police Academy. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Signature of Applicant      Date 

 

Return completed application and all attachments to Captain Ryan Remmers, Watertown PD, 

128 N Maple St Watertown, SD 57201 or by email at rremmers@watertownpd.com. 

  

NOTE ï Mount Marty students wishing to receive college credits for attending the WPD 

Citizensô Police Academy must also complete the WPD Internship Application forms 

included in subsequent pages of this application. 
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Watertown Police Department 

Citizensô Police Academy 
Application for Enrollment  

 

 

 

 

Statewide Criminal Record Report 
All applicants are required to obtain a Statewide Criminal Record Report on themselves.  The 

following two pages contain the forms used to make this request.   

 

The following two pages should be completed and submitted to the Codington County Clerk of 

Courts in the county courthouse at 14 1
st
 Ave SE in Watertown, SD 57201.  It is only necessary 

to have the CRIMINAL record check performed.  The appropriate box on the next page has 

already been checked for that CRIMINAL record check.  Applicants should not have to check 

any additional boxes, but will have to fill in their name and other identification information. 

 

There is no fee for the CRIMINAL record check, provided that the person submitting the form is 

requesting a check on themselves. 

 

The Clerk of Courts will process the form and give you a printout showing any criminal offenses 

you have been charged with.  That printout should then be returned to the WPD with the 

application packet.  There is no cost for the report, provided that you are requesting information 

about yourself. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Watertown Police Department 

Citizensô Police Academy 
Application for Enrollment  

 

 

 

 

Credits for Mount Marty College 
The Watertown Police Department and Mount Marty College have reached an agreement 

through which Mount Marty students may be eligible to receive college credits for attending the 

Citizensô Police Academy.  Mount Marty students wishing to receive college credits must 

complete the following three pages and submit it along with the remainder of this application 

packet.  It will also be necessary to complete other registration requirements through Mount 

Marty College. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 



 


